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pole, the influence of outdoor life was important. Early to bed
and early to rise became a rule, along with simpler and more
wholesome ways of living, and thus were laid sure foundations
for that health so necessary to a life which was to be full of
activity and exposure afterward.

Early in life a cloud of sorrow and bereavement overshad-
owed the beautiful home in the death of a loving and beauti-
ful mother at a moment when her care and guidance were most
needed by the helpless family of little ones, the oldest being
only thirteen years and the youngest only eleven months, This
sad calamity had been preceded about a year by the loss of a
younger brother and was followed a year later by that of the
oldest brother, a promising lad of thirteen years. These sor-
rows in the father's life promoted the belief that the locality
lacked healthfulness and decided him to dispose of the old
home where his nine children had been born. ''Kichfields''
was therefore sold, and the new life of the family was begun
in Frederick some time in the year 1848; but the beauty and
reposeful quiet of that country home near the mountains of
western Maryland and on the banks of the picturesque Mon-
ocacy where the author spent his earliest years have survived
among the sweetest memories of his life, filled as that life has
been with much that has been eventful and historic. From
1848 to 1856 this newer life and its experiences were passed
in Frederick. In the halcyon days of school life many were
the visits paid to the home of Barbara Frietchie, whose fond-
ness for children was always evident in her many kindnesses
to them. Living near her home and seeing her almost daily,
the writer had many opportunities to get from her hands the
ginger cakes she always had in store for the boys. She was a
living personality, but she seemed then to our boyish, notions
almost as old as it was possible to be.

The remembrance of school-days at Hammond's and Gas-
sidy 's primary schools, at the Frederick Academy under the
tutelage of Nathaniel Vernon and Jesse Bonsai, and at St.
John's College under the instruction of Fathers Macatee, Cham-
pion, Miller and Carroll, with the friends then made, has lived
ever since among the cherished recollections of life. In those
days of the long ago the patience of those teachers must have